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Director’s Notes 
 

After reading the script for ‘Is There Life After High School?’ I had a chat with a 

close friend of mine about high school experiences and how they affect us now. She 

told me a story about a time, not so long ago, where she was shopping at her local 

supermarket. Across the aisle she saw one of her best friends from high school – 

someone she had not seen since. They both saw each other and the recognition was 

made between them. But instead of greeting an old friend they both turned and 

walked away – not out of spite or dislike, but from a lack of something to say. They 

both had two very different lives now and although they were the best of friends 

back in school, both had moved on and now had nothing in common. It wasn’t 

anybody’s fault, it just happens.  

 

Since I started working on this show, I have been inundated with stories from 

people about their high school and reunion experiences. Some very funny or 

touching and others quite bittersweet. It is interesting to know these people now 

and hear their stories about back then. It is what this show attempts to answer: 

How did we get here from there? 

 

I have been blessed during this production to have an extremely talented and 

capable cast who have breathed life into every character they portray. I am very 

grateful for all the time and effort they have put into this show and if you walk out 

tonight with a smile on your face from remembering your own high school 

experience, then they and the production team have been on the right track.  

 

High School for most people is a lifetime ago – almost a totally different life from 

what we lead now. It has its own rules, its own pecking order and its own traumas 

and triumphs. But we survive it. We move on.  

 

Just like my friend at the supermarket.  



President’s Report 
 

 
Hi everyone 

 

Welcome to Fab Nobs production of ‘Is there Life after High School’.  We are really 

excited about this show and its amazing cast, and hope you enjoy the experience 

whilst mulling over old experiences and memories. 

 

Fab Nobs have been busy this quarter firstly with the Trivia Night in October, with 

a very lucky group now having the title of ‘Fab Nobs Smarty Pants’ and the caps to 

prove their prowess.  

 

We have also been cleaning and preening the factory – not that it looks much better 

but behind the scenes we are buying equipment and updating old wiring, roofing 

etc. One day, who knows we might be able to purchase comfy chairs for our patrons 

– we can only dream! 

 

We have decided on our musicals for 2005, Clue the Musical  to be staged in March 

2005 with Paul Watson as director, Naomi Kenneday & Adam Bianco as co-musical 

directors and Lyndall McGregor as choreographer. Baby will be presented in 

November 2005 with David Gardette as director and Malcolm Fawcett as musical 

director. We will also present an as yet undecided play directed by Barry Mitchell. 

 

So all is in place for 2005 with such a good line-up of talented production teams for 

three fantastic shows.  

Well, sit back, grab a drink at the bar and enjoy the show. 

 

 

 

Leane Gooding 

President 

Fab Nobs Theatre Inc. 
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Shaun Kingma – Director – Most Likely To: Be a gridiron player 

 

This is Shaun’s second time directing for Fab Nobs 

having previously directed A Funny Thing Happened on 

the Way to the Forum last year, receiving a nomination 

for a Lyrebird Award. Earlier this year he played the 

role of ‘Javert’ in Whitehorse Musical Theatre’s highly 

successful production of Les Miserables.  

 

Previous roles at WMT include ‘Pharaoh’  in Joseph, 

‘Annas’ in Jesus Christ Superstar, ‘Lt Wright’ in The Secret Garden. Other credits 

include ‘Jasper’ in The Mystery of Edwin Drood for Heidelberg Theatre (nominated 

for a Guild Award for Best Actor), ‘Pharaoh’ in Joseph, (nominated for Best 

Support), ‘Judas’ in Godspell, ‘Claude’ in Hair – all for Catchment Players of 

Darebin. 

 

Shaun would like to thank Sarah for the continuing support throughout this 

production and also Sallyanne and Tam for their invaluable assistance.  

  Chris Buchanan       Tony Burge       Adrian Corbett    David Gardette    Shaun Kingma      Cathy Kohlen 

  Sally McKenzie    Lizzie Matjacic       Nadia Nassif         Chris Shute        Brenton Staples   Paul Watson 



 
Chris Shute - Musical Director - Most Likely To: Play flute with the Salvos  
 

Chris left the stage 20 years ago after appearing in 

many productions, mainly Gilbert and Sullivan, for the 

Melbourne Music Theatre Society. 

 

He held the baton for many Fabulous Nobodys 

productions, including How to Succeed in Business 

Without Really Trying, Pirates of Penzance (for which he 

won a Lyrebird Award), HMS Pinafore, West Side Story and My Fair Lady to name a 

few. He also musically directed The Wiz for Catchment Players.  

 

Chris was musical director for Fab Nobs first show A Slice of Saturday Night and 

our Fabaret concert this year and he was actively involved in the development of the 

company, working on the general committee.  

 
 
Brenton Staples - Set Design  - Most Likely To: be Santa at Highpoint 
 

Over the past twenty years, Brenton has performed, 

stage managed, crewed, built scenery and most recently 

designed and painted sets for music theatre and 

repertory theatre companies. Many of his set designs 

have received awards and nominations from the 

Victorian Theatre Guild. Man of La Mancha and The 

Secret Garden, for example, won awards for both set 

design and production of the year. His design for our 

production of A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum last year won a 

Lyrebird Award and was also nominated for a Guild Award – an award he lost to 

himself for his design of CLOC’s Gigi!  

 

Brenton has given much to furthering the cause of music theatre production and is 

a life member and past president of Whitehorse Musical Theatre and was given life 

membership to the Victorian Music Theatre Guild last year. 

 

Paul Watson - Most Likely To: Become a Scientologist 
Paul is known as a chameleon, consistently working as a 

singer, actor, composer, director, writer, comic, musician, 

host and much more.  

His music credits include Peter Murray, Kalibrium, Planet 

Vox, Sugarush, Dave Thomas and PineappleHead, a 

Crowded House/Split Enz Tribute.  

Theatre credits include 'Motel' in Fiddler on the Roof, 'Rick' 

in A Slice of Saturday Night, 'Nicely Nicely' in Guys & 

Dolls, 'Narrator' in Joseph (Guild Award), 'Pilate' in Jesus 

Christ Superstar, 'Orin' in Little Shop of Horrors and 

'Frederic' in Pirates of Penzance (Lyrebird Award). 

Paul directed Fab Nobs inaugural production, A Slice of 

Saturday Night, last year. Other direction credits are Big - The Musical, Fame, How To 

Succeed, Imagination Factory, The Living Room Floor, Fishy Flavour and the Third 

Proclaimer and Pirates of Penzance.  

Next year Paul will direct our first production of 2005, Clue - based on the board game 

Cluedo, followed by Barnum with DLOC. 

 

 

 
Fab Nobs Theatre Inc Committee 

 

President: Leane Gooding 

Treasurer: Greg Beresniak 

Secretary: Meredith Lawrence 

General: Sarah Cliff, Rodney Hird, Patrick Matthews,  

 Christine McBride, Chris Shute 

 
 

Patrons 
 

Dympna Beard , Tony Lander, Melissa Ryan, Leane Gooding 

 
 



Sally McKenzie - Most Likely To: become a Monster Truck Rally driver 

Since completing her music and drama teaching degree in 

1988, Sally has been involved with musical theatre as a 

performer and in the pit as musical director.  Her onstage 

performances include West Side Story, Chicago, Cabaret, 

Funny Girl, Les Miserables and more recently PlayRight 

productions' cabarets On The Move and Comedy Tonight.  

She has conducted productions including West Side Story, The 

Wiz, South Pacific and Jesus Christ Superstar, for which she 

received a Lyrebird nomination.   

She currently teaches singing at Aquinas College. Sally is 

very grateful to be working with such a talented cast in her 

first show with Fab Nobs. 

 
Lizzie Matjacic - Most Likely To: become a Contiki tour guide 
Lizzie previously appeared as ‘Domina’ in A Funny Thing 

Happened on the Way to the Forum, ‘Sister Amnesia’ in 

Nunsense and in our Fabaret concert. Her theatrical credits 

include ‘Mother Abbess’ in The Sound of Music with WMT, 

‘The Teacher’ in Working with Magnormas Theatre Co, 

‘Helena Landless’ in The Mystery of Edwin Drood with 

Heidelberg Theatre Co, ‘Mabel’ in Pirates of Penzance with 

Catchment and ‘Josephine’ in HMS Pinafore and ‘Jenny’ in 

Company, both with The Fabulous Nobodys. 

She has also performed in various concerts and in cabaret at 

the Regent Theatre. Lizzie first developed her love of the 

theatre through her high school where she discovered 

singing in musicals, choirs and playing clarinet in the school band – so she has certainly 

discovered there is a theatre life after high school for her. 

 

Nadia Nassif - Most Likely To: become a Radio City Hall Rockette 

Nadia has been on and off stage since she was 14. She 

kicked off her career playing in Dick Whittington, Once 

Upon A Mattress, Steel Magnolias and The Importance of 

Being Earnest with the Cooma Little Theatre. She went on 

to study acting at the School of Creative Arts in 

Wollongong where she appeared in A Streetcar Named 

Desire, The Tempest, The Serpent’s Fall and The Piper’s 

Promise. 

Nadia later found herself in Perth, where she furthered her 

acting studies and appeared in Julius Caesar, Rebecca, A 

Few Good Men, Jigsaws and Cabaret. This is Nadia’s 

second show since moving to Melbourne. She appeared in 

The Last Word for the Melbourne Fringe Festival 2004. 

Nadia sings in original bands Myrtle and The Venus Groove.   

She is delighted to be involved with Fab Nobs for this production and feels privileged to 

be working with such a talented bunch of people. 

 

 

Musical Numbers 
 
 

Act 1 
The Kid Inside .................................................................................... Full Company 

Things I Learned in High School ..................................................................... Chris 

Second Thoughts ................................................. David, Lizzie, Chris, Sally & Paul 

Nothing Really Happened ..................................................................Sally and Girls 

Beer .......................................................................................... David, Paul & Chris 

For Them ................................................................................... Adrian & Company 

Diary of a Homecoming Queen ........................................................................ Lizzie 

 
Act 2 

Thousands of Trumpets ................................................................ Tony & Company 

Reunion ............................................................................................. Full Company 

High School all over again .....................................................................Paul & Boys 

Fran and Janie ........................................................................... Lizzie & Catherine 

I’m Glad You didn’t Know Me ........................................................... Nadia & Adrian 

The Kid Inside (Reprise) .................................................................................... Paul 

Reunion (Reprise) ............................................................................... Full Company 

 
 

Synopsis 
 

Is There Life After High School? centres on 9 actors each portraying many characters as they 

remember, reminisce and re-enact some of their High School moments. 

 

ACT 2 is set at a series of School Reunions  

– not just one reunion but many entangled together. 



Chris Buchanan -  Most Likely To: Be a part-time stripper 
 

Chris has been involved in theatre since his early high 
school days. Having performed the roles of ‘Bobby Child’ in 
Crazy for You and ‘Sky Masterson’ in Guys & Dolls at Carey 

Grammar, Chris delved into the amateur theatre world in 
2002 as ‘Benjamin’, the youngest brother of Joseph in 
Whitehorse’s Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat.  

He then played the role of ‘Nick Piazza’ in BustCo’s Fame – 
The Musical before being part of the highly acclaimed CLK 
production of Sweeney Todd. Chris also appeared as ‘Lewis’ 
in CLOC’s Pippin which earned him a Guild award 

nomination for Best Supporting Actor and the production 
later won the Guild award for Best Production of the Year for 2003. More recently 
Chris was part of another highly acclaimed show, Whitehorse’s Les Miserables, this 

time playing nine different roles including ‘Combeferre’ and ‘Brujon’.  This is Chris’s 

first show with Fab Nobs and he’d like to thank Shaun for this fantastic 
opportunity, and for his time and dedication. 

 
Tony Burge - Most Likely To: Be a host on Sesame Street 
 

Tony appeared in Fab Nobs Theatre Inc’s inaugural 
production of A Slice of Saturday Night as ‘Eddie’ and 
followed it up with the Victorian Theatre Guild nominated 
role for Best Supporting Actor of ‘Hysterium’ in A Funny 

Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum and in our 
Fabaret concert this year. 

He also appeared in the late Fabulous Nobodys productions 

of Hello Dolly and as the ‘Police Sargeant’ in Pirates of 
Penzance. Tony has also been seen on stage with 
Dandenong Theatre Company in Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat and with Players Theatre 

Company as ‘John the Baptist’ in Godspell. 

 

Adrian Corbett - Most Likely To: Become an infomercial presenter 
 

Adrian was born in Townsville, North Queensland, and has 
performed in shows such as Fiddler on the Roof, The King 
and I, Oklahoma!, Stepping Out, Suddenly Last Summer, 

Les Miserables,  Annie and Vacancy as well as playing 
‘Prince Karl Franz’ in The Student Prince and ‘Billy Lawlor’ 
in 42nd Street.  In 1997, Adrian left Australia to travel 
overseas for four years, the highlight of his time travelling 

was performing in Verdi’s Aida at the Earls Court 
Exhibition Centre, London. 

Since completing a Bachelor of Musical Theatre at the 

Ballarat Arts Academy (BAPA), Adrian has portrayed roles 
as ‘Fred Graham/Petruchio’ in Kiss Me Kate and ‘The 
Duke’ in Anthony Crowley’s Villain of Flowers. Adrian has performed in Out Cast 

Theatre’s Four Queens in Hawaiian Shirts and has recorded a new opera which is 
due to premiere in November this year. 

David Gardette - Most Likely To: Become a successful TV evangelist 

The love and lure of musical theatre brought David back 
to the musical theatre stage earlier this year in 

Whitehorse’s Les Miserables, playing the role of 
‘Grantaire’. Originally from Perth, David’s theatre credits 
include ‘Riff’ in West Side Story, ‘Herb’ in Godspell, 

‘Kenickie’ in Grease, ‘Nick’ in Baby, ‘Molokov’ in Chess , 
‘The Bandleader’ in The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas 
(Best Supporting Actor award), Closer Than Ever and The 
World Goes Round, for which he was both nominated for 

best Supporting Actor Awards. 

Direction is also a passion having directed numerous 
productions such as Willy Russell’s Stags and Hens, The 

Rise and Fall of Little Voice and Cabaret which won awards for Best Musical and 
Best Director.  
Moving to Melbourne three years ago, David has been focusing much of his time on 
his other interest – fringe theatre, co-founding and performing with Act-O-Matic 

3000.  

A highlight of David’s theatre life was having the opportunity to perform in two 

seasons with the Bell Shakespeare Company’s Actors at Work program. David is 
thrilled to be working with Fab Nobs with such a talented cast and crew. Enjoy! 

 

 
Catherine Kohlen - Most Likely To: Supply sound effects for Funniest Home 

Videos 

Cathy’s love of poverty drove her into the world of 
musicals, dance, film and theatre. She has also dabbled 
in TV commercials, rock videos and voiceovers as well as 

featuring in fringe theatre festivals in Perth, Melbourne 
and Japan.  She spent her formative years performing in 
children’s theatre and bringing the joys of dinner theatre 

to the masses with the Dirty Dicks Traveling show 
throughout Western Australia. 

Among her favorite shows are roles in Bash, Italian 

American Reconciliation, Welcome to the Moon and 
Bedtime for Bastards for Act-O-Matic 3000 as well as 
performing in Sweeney Todd, Cosi, Stags and Hens, Into 
the Woods, Fiddler on the Roof, Merrily We Roll Along and most recently Les 

Miserables for Whitehorse Musical Theatre.  

This is Cathy’s third appearance with the Fab Nobs - last year she played the role of 
‘Philia’ in A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum and she performed in 

Fabaret earlier this year. She is enjoying the challenge of dredging up her teenage 
angst. 

 

 

 






